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Curriculum Vitae

David Kurt Ryden

Department of Political Science
Hope College

126 E. 10th Street

Holland, MI 49422-9000
(616)395-7546

The Catholic University of America

Ph.D. 1995- Awarded degree with distinction
Concentration in the American Government

Minor: Law and Politics

My dissertation examined and critiqued U.S Supreme Court

decisions pertaining to political parties and interest groups.
G.P.A. 4.0

University of Minnesota Law School
J.D. Cum Laude 1985

G.P.A. 13.4 (top 15% of class)

Honors: Dean’s List: Honors in Legal Research & Writing; Chosen to
represent School in International Moot Court Competition Team.

Concordia College, Moorhead, MN

B.A. Summa cum Laude in Political Science/ Business
Administration, 1981

G.P.A. 393

Honors: Dean’s List; P Gamma Mu Social Science Honor Society
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Teaching and Related Experience

Spring 2000 to
Present

Fall 1994 to
Fall 1999

1991 to 1994

Summer 1993

1988 to 1990

Fall 1984 to
Spring 1985

Legal Experience

1987 to 1993

Hope College
Associate Professor of Political Science

Hope College
Assistant Professor of Political Science

Courses taught include: Introduction to National Government;
American Political Institutions; American Constitutional Law; Parties,
Interest Groups &Elections; May Term in Washington, D.C,; State &
Local Government; Judicial Process; American Political Thought; The
Practice of Law & Legal Advocacy; Law & Society ( Seminar);
Religion & Politics (Seminar); The Politics of Rights (Seminar);
Ethics & Values in Government (Seminar)

The Catholic University of America

Department of Politics

Teaching Assistant in courses on American Government and American
Political Thought and Director of Practicum in American Government
and International Relations. Responsible for organizing and overseeing
the operation of practicum programs for undergraduate Politics
students.

Taft Institute Honors Seminar, Washington, D.C.
Deputy Program Director.

Northwestern College, Roseville, MN
Business Law Instructor. Taught courses in areas of contract law,
corporation and business entities, and other aspects of business law.

University of Minnesota Law School

International Moot Court Student Director. Directed a moot court
program for law students involving training in oral advocacy and legal
writing.

Worked as an associate attorney with several Twin Cities area law
firms. Practice consisted primarily of commercial and insurance
defense litigation, with an emphasis on products liability and personal
injury. Also worked in the areas of securities, labor and employment,
construction, and environmental litigation.
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Administrative and Service Experience

Department Chair, Hope College Political Science Dept. I am currently serving a three year
term as chair of the Political Science department. Responsibilities include budgeting,
preparation of course schedules, staffing oversight, and much more.

Director of the Washington Honors Semester. | served as Director of the Washington
D.C. Honors Semester in 1997, 2000, and 2004. The directorship involves arranging,
administering, and overseeing a semester of internships and public policy interviews for
approximately 20 students in Washington, D.C.

Pre-Law Advisor. 1 am the associate Pre-law adviser on campus, as well as faculty adviser
to the Pre-Law Club. This entails counseling students on all aspects of the pre-law
program, including preparation for the LSAT, assisting with law school applications, and
arranging events for the Pre-Law Club.

Miscellaneous. Current administrative responsibilities include serving as a member of
the Teacher Education Council, faculty advisor of a campus fraternity, and substantial
admissions activities. Past administrative responsibilities have included serving on the
Frost Social Science Research Center advisory board and the Admissions and Financial
Aid Advisory Committee. I prepared the Political Science Teacher Certification materials
needed to obtain the necessary ongoing accreditation, as well as a 60 page report on the
Washington D.C. Honors Program entitled “WHS: Building for the Future.”

Grants, Fellowships, and Awards

Grant Recipient, Frost Social Science Research Center Scholarship Program, 2005-
2006.

Commissioned Scholar, Project on the Public Influences of African-American Churches,
(1999-2001) sponsored by the Pew Charitable Trusts.

Grant Recipient, Aspen Institute, Washington, D.C. (1998-99), for research involving the
nonprofit sector. The grant is in support of my research of collaborations between
government and faith-based organizations in the delivery of welfare and other social
services. A book-length manuscript is expected to be completed in several years.

Grant Recipient, Towsley Research Scholars Award (1997-2000). The fellowship is funded
by the Towsley Foundation, Midland, Michigan, and awarded to a younger faculty
member at Hope College who demonstrates both teaching excellence and exceptional
scholarship potential. The grant is being used to support research on the legal regulation
of religion and politics. I was the first Towsley Scholar at Hope.

Grant Recipient of numerous Hope College Summer Grants for collaborative faculty-student
research and faculty development.
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Current Research Agenda

I am currently working on a book-length manuscript entitled “The Jurisprudence of Doubt:
The False Modesty of Judicial Minimalism.” The work is a detailed and comprehensive
critique of contemporary Supreme Court jurisprudence. In particular, I challenge the appeal
of the minimalist judicial approach, as articulated by Cass Sunstein and most fully embodied
in the jurisprudence of Justice Sandra Day O’Connor. The essential thesis is that judicial
minimalism creates the illusion of judicial restraint. Because judicial minimalism as practiced
by O’Connor often leaves the law so ambiguous and unclear, it fails the basic test of reliable
guide to lower courts, legislatures, and other private actors who should be able to discern the
law in order to gauge their behavior accordingly. The practical result is actually to unduly
elevate the judiciary’s role in the political process. I seek to illustrate and support the
argument by a careful parsing of the law in several areas of the Court’s jurisprudence (race-
based redistricting, Establishment clause doctrine, federalism, affirmative action). I also am
working on several articles pertaining to the Establishment clause and its application in the
international realm.

Books

Sanctioning Religion?: Politics, Law, and Faith-Based Public Services. (Co-edited).
Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner Publishers 2005. Authored or co-authored five chapters
and co-edited the entire collection.

Of Little Faith: The Politics of George W. Bush’s Faith-Based Initiatives. (Co-authored)
Washington, D.C.: Georgetown University Press 2004.

The U.S. Supreme Court and The Electoral Process, 2" ed. Revised and updated, David K.
Ryden, editor. Washington, D.C.: Georgetown University Press, 2002. Drafted an
additional chapter and edited a 4-chapter section on Bush v. Gore that was added to the
original edition, and updated and revised the remainder of the book.

The U.S. Supreme Court and the Electoral Process: Perspectives and Commentaries on
Contemporary Cases, David K. Ryden, editor. Washington, D.C.: Georgetown
University Press, 2000. Authored three chapters, section introductions, and edited entire
volume.

American Government: Essentials and Perspectives, 3d ed. (co-author) New Y ork:
McGraw Hill, 1997.

Representation in Crisis: The Constitution, Interest Groups, and Political Parties. New
York: State University of New York Press, July 1996.
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Chapters and Articles

“Anti-Democratic Means, Democratic Ends? What Developments in Election Law and
Litigation Mean for the Political Parties.” In The State of the Parties, 5" Ed., John C.
Green, ed. (Boulder, CO: Roman & Littlefield, forthcoming)

“Introduction: Faith-Based Initiatives in the Limelight,” (co-authored with Jeffrey Polet) in
Sanctioning Religion: Politics, Law, and Faith-Based Public Services. Boulder, CO:
Lynne Rienner Publishers 2005.

“Religion, the Constitution and Charitable Choice,” (co-authored with Jeffrey Polet) in
Sanctioning Religion: Politics, Law, and Faith-Based Public Services.

“When Does Mentoring Become Proselytizing?” In Sanctioning Religion: Politics, Law,
and Faith-Based Public Services.

“Serving the Inner City: Social Programs in Black Churches,” (co-authored with Frank
Pryor) in Sanctioning Religion: Politics, Law, and Faith-Based Public Services.

“Past, Present, Future: Final Reflections on Faith-Based Programs,” (co-authored with
Jeffrey Polet) in Sanctioning Religion: Politics, Law, and Faith-Based Public Services.

“Faith-Based Initiatives and The Constitution: Black Churches, Government, and Social
Services Delivery,” in Black Churches, Public Policy, and Governmental Politics in
America, ed. R. Drew Smith (Durham, N.C.: Duke University Press, 2003).

“Out of the Shadows But Still in the Dark?: The Court, Political Parties, and the
Constitutionalized Electoral Process,” in The State of the Parties, 4™ ed., ed. John C.
Green (Boulder, Colorado: Roman & Littlefield, 2003).

“What Bush v. Gore Does and Does Not Tell Us About the Supreme Court and Electoral
Politics,” in The U.S. Supreme Court and the Electoral Process, 2™ ed., ed. David K.
Ryden (Washington, D.C.: Georgetown University Press, 2002).

“The U.S. Supreme Court as Obstacle to Political Reform: The Weak Constitutional
Justification for the Two Party System,” in Superintending Democracy: The Courts
and the Political Process, ed. Christopher P. Banks and John C. Green (Akron, Ohio:

Akron University Press, 2001).

Governmental Relations with the Religious Nonprofit Sector in Michigan: Tales From the
Front. Summer 2000. Aspen Institute Nonprofit Sector Working Paper Series.

“The U.S. Supreme Court, the Electoral Process, and the Quest for Representation: An
Overview,” in The U.S. Supreme Court and the Electoral Process, ed. David K.
Ryden, (Washington, D.C.: Georgetown University Press, 2000).
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“Parties, Groups, and Representation Through Association: A Constitutional Framework for
Regulating Campaign Finance,” in The U.S. Supreme Court and the Electoral Process,
ed. David K. Ryden (Washington, D.C.: Georgetown University Press, 2000).

“The Supreme Court as Architect of Election Law: Summing Up, Looking Ahead,” in The
U.S. Supreme Court and The Electoral Process, ed. David K. Ryden (Washington,
D.C.: Georgetown University Press, 2000).

“The Good, The Bad, and the Ugly: The Judicial Shaping of Party Activities,” in The State
of the Parties, 3" ed. (Boulder, Colorado: Roman & Littlefield, 1999).

“The Politics of Bankruptcy: Pitfalls and Possibilities for the National Bankruptcy Review
Commission,” 1997 Wiley Bankruptcy Law Update, ed. Thomas M. Renn, (John Wiley
& Sons, Inc., January 1997).

“Representation in Crisis: Political Parties and the Constitution,” published by VOX/POP
(official publication of the Political Organizations and Parties section of the American
Political Science Association) vol. 15:1 (Fall 1996).

“Bad Faith Litigation,” published by the National Business Institute, Inc., February 1993
(primary author).

“Review of the Bad Faith Law in Minnesota for First Party Benefits and Excess Claims,”
Insurance Law (sponsored by the Minnesota Institute of Legal Education, October
1992.

“Political Parties and the Law: A Framework for Reform,” The Hennepin Lawyer, July-
August 1992. Volume 61, No. 6, pp. 14-18.

Book Reviews and Other Publications

Review of Rehnquist Justice: Understanding the Court Dynamic (Kansas University Press
2003) edited by Earl M. Maltz, for the Journal of Politics, February 2005.

Review of Cato Supreme Court Review 2003-2004 (Cato Institute 2004) edited by Mark
Moller, for the Law & Politics Book Review, June 2005.

Review of Unfree Speech: The Folly of Campaign Finance Reform (Princeton 2000) by
Bradley A. Smith, for The Law & Politics Book Review, July 2001.

Review of Religious Institutions and Minor Parties in the United States (Praeger 1999) by
Christopher P. Gilbert, David A.M. Peterson, Timothy R. Johnson, and Paul A. Djupe,
for Christian Scholar’s Review, winter 2000.
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Joint review of Religion in Public Life: A Dilemma for Democracy, by Ronald F. Thiemann,
(Georgetown University Press, 1996) and Religion in the Public Square: The Place of
Religious Convictions in Political Debate by Robert Audi and Nicholas Wolterstorff,
(Roman & Littlefield, 1997), for Christian Scholar’s Review, summer 1998.

Contributor to Encyclopedia of the American Constitution, Supplement II, (New York:
MacMillan Publishing). Authored entries on lobbying disclosure laws, political
parties, and primary elections.

Participation at Professional Conferences

Presenter, “The Courts, Election Law, and Political Parties.” The Bliss Institute of Applied
Politics Conference on the State of the Parties, Akron, OH, October 2005.

Presenter, “The Constitutionality of Faith-Based Programs: Case Studies.” Biennial National
Conference of Christians in Political Science, Washington D.C., June 2005.

Presenter, “Religion and the Bush Presidency.” Conference on Religion and the Presidency,
Grand Valley State University, November 2004.

Presenter, “Of Little Faith: President Bush’s Faith-based Initiative at the Close of His First
Term: Legislative, Administrative, and Judicial Perspectives.” Midwestern Political
Science Association Annual Meeting, Chicago, Illinois, April 2004.

Presenter, “Faith-Based Initiatives, Sandra Day O’Connor, and the Limits of Judicial
Minimalism.” Midwestern Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Chicago,
[linois, April 2004.

Presenter, “The Constitutionality of Faith-Based Initiatives.” The Henry Institute Symposium
on Religion and Politics, Calvin College, May 3-4, 2002.

Presenter, “Debating Faith-Based Initiatives Under the Constitutions: Clarity Midst
Confusion.” American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Boston, MA,
August 2002.

Presenter, “Clarity Amidst Confusion: Faith-based Initiatives and the Constitution.”
Symposium on Religion & Politics, Grand Rapids, MI, May 3, 2002.

Presenter, “Out of The Shadows But Still in the Dark: The U.S. Supreme Court and the
Constitutionalized Electoral Process.” Conference on the State of the Parties,
Sponsored by the Ray Bliss Institute of Applied Politics, Akron, OH, October 2001.

Presenter, “The ‘Right’ Versus the Good: A Multidisciplinary Analysis of Faith-Based
Initiatives.” American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, San Francisco,
CA, August 2001.
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Presenter, “Government, Black Churches, and Social Service Delivery,” The Project on
Public Influences of Black Clergy and Churches National Conference, Washington,
D.C., April 2001 (Sponsored by Pew Charitable Trusts and Morehouse College).

Presenter, “Black Churches’ Involvement in Charitable Choice Programs: Promise and
Peril,” American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Washington, D.C.,
August 2000.

Presenter, “Governmental Relations with the Religious Non-profit Sector in Michigan: Tales
From the Front,” American Political Science Association Annual Meeting,
Washington, D.C., August 2000.

Presenter, “Black Churches, Government, and Social Services Delivery: From Confrontation
to Collaboration?”” Midwest Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Chicago,
INlinois, April 2000.

Presenter, “Group Representation and The Supreme Court: Back to the Future,” Midwest
Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Chicago, Illinois, April 1995.

Presenter, “Partisan Gerrymandering and the Role of Parties in Group Politics,” Northeastern
Political Science Association Conference, Newark, New Jersey, November 1993.

I also have served as panel chair or discussant at APSA or MPSA conferences on
approximately eight occasions.

Lectures and Other Public Activities

Scheduled upcoming lectures and programs include two separate programs for the Hope
Academy of Senior Professionals (HASP) on the courts (November 2005) and faith-
based initiatives (January 2006), and several adult education sessions at Grace
Episcopal Church, Holland, MI on religion and the courts (November 2005).

Participating Scholar, The Roundtable on Religion & Social Welfare Policy, sponsored by
the Pew Forum on Religion in Public Life and the Rockefeller Institute of Government
Albany, New York. 2002-2004.

Participant in a conference entitled “Liberty and Modern Republican Government”
sponsored by the Liberty Fund, La Jolla California, February 2004.

Presented a lecture entitled “The 2004 Elections” at the Century Club, Holland Michigan,
October 2004.

Presenter and panelist on “The Electoral College: Keep It or Lose It?” at the Grand Haven
Public Library Public Issues series, October 2005.
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Presented a lecture entitled, “Black Churches, Charitable Choice, and Social Services
Delivery” at the Paul Henry Institute for the Study of Christianity and Politics, Calvin
College, March 2001.

Panel Moderator and participant at the GOP Summit on Faith-Based Initiatives, Washington,
D.C., April 2001. Moderated panels made up of U.S. Senators, House members,
religious leaders, and representatives of White House Office of Faith-Based and
Community Initiatives.

Frequent presenter, lecturer, and leader of adult education at area churches on issues of
religion, politics, and elections.

Authored a number of op-ed articles that have run in Newsday, the Minneapolis Star-
Tribune, the Duluth News Tribune, the Detroit Free Press, the Scripps-Howard News
Service papers, and others.

Provided extensive news commentary on the 2000 presidential election, appearing on CNN,
regional television and radio news programs, and print. Comments appeared in the
San Francisco Chronicle, New York Daily News, Orlando Sentinel, and countless other
newspapers. | provide frequent commentary for the media on contemporary issues
involving parties, politics, and the courts.

Presented a lecture entitled “The Media in the Obtaining and Wielding of Political Powers,”
at a Critical Issues Symposium, Hope College, October 1996.

Other Miscellaneous Professional Activities

Served as anonymous peer reviewer of manuscripts for State University of New York Press
and several professional journals.

Organized and moderated a conference entitled, “Law as Vocation: Integrity, Politics,
Values and Ethics in the Legal Profession.” The conference was sponsored by the
Lilly Endowment’s Programs for the Theological Exploration of Vocation.

Professional Associations

American Bar Association (inactive)
Minnesota State Bar Association (inactive)
American Political Science Association
Midwest Political Science Association
Midwest Association of Pre-Law Advisors
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