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Preface to the Annotated Version 

 
The present paper that I researched and wrote more than 50 years ago is 

being revisited now on the occasion of the Japanese Legacy Celebration for 
Motoichiro Ohgimi and Kumaji Kimura being held at Hope College where bronze 
reliefs of these two 1879 Hope graduates from Japan were unveiled near the front of 
Van Vleck Hall, their residence for at least some of the eight years during their stay at 
Hope from 1871. My aims were to respond to comments from my mentor Larry 
Penrose, clarify some of the content, address errors, and to improve some of the 
English. Some of the Notes have also been revised. Rather than adding new 
information, which I reserve for future papers, Iʼve mostly retained the existing 
information and added comments [in brackets] where I deemed them to be useful for 
researchers. Most of the quotations from referenced sources have been copy-pasted 
from the original paper, and bracketed additions within these quotations appear as 
they did in the original paper. 
 The aim of the annotated version is for its content to be digitized and made 
more easily available to researchers via the website of the Joint Archives of Hope 
College. The original paper (without mentorʼs comments) remains at the Archives in 
its physical form. 
 More complete stories of Ohgimi and Kimura and other former Hope 
students from Japan are naturally a work in progress. It is hoped that the digitized 
version of my early study will be of value to further forays into this remarkable history 
and perhaps bring us some lessons to be learned from it as well. 
 

J. Douglas Braat 
May 2024 

Hokkaido, Japan 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
 From the 1860s on well past the Meiji Restoration in Japan [1868], there has 
been a steadily increasing flow of Japanese students, mostly from the samurai classes, 
into the United States and Europe. This particular exodus of students out of Japan was 
generated largely by the enormous desire among the Japanese of the day to seek 
“Western Learning” in order to strengthen their country so it could meet the 
challenges that the countries of the West were presenting Japan. Later, after the 
Restoration, the [erstwhile] samurai sought knowledge of the West in order to find 
positions in the new Japanese government and to improve the decaying prestige of 
their class. Out of the several hundreds of students that had been arriving in the 
United States since 1866 1 came three students who found their way to Hope College 
[not necessarily by design]. By the turn of the century, six Japanese students had 
studied at Hope, and three of them [stayed] long enough to earn [B.A.] degrees. 
 The Japanese who entered Hope in the nineteenth century are: 

1. Ryōzō Tsugawa* of Iwakuni [Chōshū], 1869-1874. 
Graduated from Hopeʼs Preparatory Department in 1874. 

2. Kumaji Kimura of Shizuoka, 1871-1879. 
Graduated from Hope in 1879. 

3. Motoichirō Ohgimi of Shizuoka, 1871-1879. 
Graduated from Hope in 1879. 

4. Tametsune Matsuda of Kagoshima [Satsuma], 1875-1882 [1883]. 
Graduated from Hope in 1882 [1883 is the correct year]. 

5. Boonzō Hashiguchi of Kagoshima [Satsuma], 1875?-1877? 
[In the Circular of 1875-76 (labeled 1876-77), Hashiguchi is listed in 
the “D” class for 1875.] 

6. Yasuharu Katō [of Tokyo], 1892-1893. 
[This information is from Circulars and Catalogs of the respective years.] 

Four of these students stayed long enough to gain a substantial experience, including 
becoming baptized [Tsugawa, Kimura, Ohgimi, Matsuda], and the three who 
graduated from Hope College returned to Japan and became outstanding figures in 
their fields [of education, and also the ministry in the case of Kimura and Ohgimi]. 
 The purpose of this research is to write biographical sketches of the three 
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earliest students, Tsugawa, Kimura, and Ohgimi, in an historical setting. However, 
due to the lack of sufficient information and access to some sources, this was not 
immediately possible. In turn, I have written an extensive bibliographic essay 
describing the sources that were available, what they contained, and suggested where 
other sources may be found. I have organized the essay in chronological order, and am 
discussing each of the students within their relative time periods. It is hoped that this 
will become an informative guide for other students who wish to pursue this study. 
 A number of people in the Holland community have been of enormous help to 
me in the process of doing the research for this paper and without them this project 
could not have been carried to completion. My sincere thanks go to Mr. Vander Zee, 
the archivist of the Hope College Archives, and Mrs. Grace An Toon, archivist at the 
Netherlands Museum Archives, both of whom spent a good deal of time going 
through files and making inconvenient trips to archival vaults to gather material for 
me. My thanks are also due to Dr. Elton Bruins, chief archivist of the Netherlands 
Museum Archives, and to Dr. Paul Fried, who have helped me considerably in 
suggesting many materials available in the community which have been indispensible. 
Finally, but not at all least, I wish to express my deepest thanks to Mr. Larry Penrose, 
the originator and my advisor in this project, for the faithful guidance and the many 
invaluable suggestions he has provided so generously. His personal enthusiasm for the 
project particularly has been a primary source of inspiration. 
 
*) NOTE ON JAPANESE NAMES: In this paper, Japanese names appear in the 
anglicized form with the surname following the given name except in the case of title 
transliteration where the Japanese practice of placing the surname before the given 
name is retained. 
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I 
THE EARLY LIVES 

 
 Virtually nothing is available in Holland, Michigan, on the background history 
of these students before their arrival in the United States. Other than what may be 
available in the Archives of New Brunswick Theological Seminary in New Jersey, 
which I have not checked, it is likely [i.e. possible] that further information could be 
found nowhere outside Japan. 
 
A. TSUGAWA 

All that we know about Tsugawa is that he was from the samurai class of the 
tozama han [independent domain] of Chōshū.1 The Hope College Bulletins 
[Circulars] of 1871 and 1872 list him as being from Iwakuni, a city of the modern 
prefecture of Hiroshima. (The new government of Japan in August 1871 formally 
abolished the old feudal han system and established the more centralized prefectural 
ken system that exists today.) Further information, if any, is probably [i.e. perhaps] 
only to be found in Iwakuni City at such places as the Town Hall (Shiyaku-sho). 
 
B. KIMURA 

By far the most complete account of Kimuraʼs early life is in Professor [Eiichi] 
Kudōʼs “Meiji shonen ni okeru shizoku no Kirisuto-kyō juyō: Kimura Kumaji no baai” 
[“Acceptance of Christianity among the samurai class in the early Meiji period: the 
case of Kumaji Kimura”]. His “Hōpu Karejji no Nihonjin” is a shorter article and is 
translated anonymously into English (unpublished) under the title of “Japanese 
People in Holland”. These two sources say that Kimura, born in 1845, was a samurai 
from a Confucian family of a han [domain] that was loyal to the Shōgun before the 
restoration of imperial rule [in 1868]. He was under pressure by the turmoil of the 
Bakumatsu era (1853-1868) to join the Shōgi-tai, a group of young “lower” samurai 
who opposed the Satchō [Satsuma and Chōshū] forces. After the Meiji Restoration in 
1868, he was being “chased by the police authorities”2, a factor that prompted him to 
board a ship and come to the United States. [Parts of the original sentence were 
erroneous and therefore deleted.] 
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C. OHGIMI 
Almost nothing is mentioned anywhere [in Holland] about Ohgimiʼs 

background. The Hope College Bulletins [Circulars] of 1871, 1872, 1876, and 1878 
list him as being from Shizuoka, and by having two ages [94 and 97] at which he was 
living in the 1940s, it can be calculated that he was born in 1844 or 1848 [1845 is 
Ohgimiʼs correct year of birth]. There is no evidence [in Holland] that indicates 
whether or not Ohgimi was even born into a samurai family. 
 

II 
ARRIVAL IN AMERICA AND ENTRANCE TO HOPE COLLEGE 

 
A. TSUGAWA 

Ryōzō Tsugawa arrived in the United States in August 1869,3 and within six 
weeks had arrived in New York City. Frances Phelps Otte, in her article 
“Reminiscences of Early Japanese students at Hope College” (Intelligencer Leader, 
June [12], 1935), reports that her father, Dr. Philip Phelps, the first president of 
Hope College, “went to New York City on one of his usual college business trips” and 
met Tsugawa there by chance. [Quote below is from Otteʼs article] 

 

He then arrived at Hope College in the Fall of 1869 and began to take classes at the 
Preparatory Department where he also studied the English language. 
 
B. KIMURA 

Professor Kudōʼs “Meiji shonen . . .” contains the most comprehensive 
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account available of Kimuraʼs arrival in the United States and his entrance to Hope 
College. He briefly outlines on pages 10‒11 Kimuraʼs itinerary from his arrival in San 
Francisco to his arrival in Holland: 

Dec. 27, 1870: Arrival in San Francisco. 
Jan. 1, 1871: Left San Francisco by train and headed for New York. 
Jan. 8, 1871: Arrivied in New York and stayed for four days. 
Jan. 12, 1871: Moved to Brooklyn. 
Jan. 17, 1871: Headed for Washington. 
Jan. 18, 1871: Arrived in Washington. 
Jan. 20, 1871: Left Washington and arrived in New York the following day. 
Jan. 22, 1871: Met Dr. Phelps, President of Hope College. 
Jan. 24, 1871: Left New York and headed for Albany. 
Jan. 27, 1871: Kimura left Albany together with Ohgimi. 
Jan. 30, 1871: Arrived in Holland. 
[The above dates, also given in Kimuraʼs Diary, are Lunar calendar dates. 

Solar calendar dates would be about 6‒7 weeks later than the Lunar dates.] 
Professor Kudō, in his other article, “Hōpu Karejji . . .”, says that Kimura came to 
America as a student, but he does not indicate whether he was on government support 
or whether he simply came here on his own with visions of becoming a student to 
learn all he could about the West. The latter is more likely. Kudō reports that “because 
of his difficulty in the English language and in finding a guarantor, he was at a loss in 
New York and wondered what school to attend”.4 
 Frances Phelps Otteʼs article [of 1935] brings her side of Kimuraʼs  
experience [5]: 

 
This brings out some confusion as to the question of whether any of these students 
were in fact under government support and if so, what kind of support this was. (It is 
unlikely that the American government was doing any of the supporting.) In another 
article, in 1908, Mrs. Otte recalls that “they [Kimura and Ohgimi] had found their 
way to this country, as so many hundreds of Japanese had, at that time. [This quote 
continues below:6] 
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C. OHGIMI 

[I was not able to find] information about how Ohgimi arrived in the United 
States. He met Phelps in New York about the same time as Kimura had as they went 
out to Holland together from Albany, according to Kudō. It is also likely that he 
arrived in the United States in about the same conditions as Kimura had, but again, 
direct evidence to this effect is lacking. [Ohgimi and Kimura traveled together.] 

 Frances Phelps Otte, in 1908, quotes a letter she had just received from 
Ohgimi in which he described why he came to the States [7]: 

 
This leads me to believe that Ohgimi too stemmed from a samurai background as this 
account sounds typical of many other samurai of his day who were seeking Western 
knowledge through Christianity. [Recommended reading on this topic: Scheiner, 
Irwin, Christian Converts and Social Protest in Meiji Japan, University of California 
Press, 1970. ‒ Thanks to Larry Penrose for this reference at the time.] 
 

III 
THE HOPE COLLEGE YEARS 

 
 Most of the available information in Holland deals, of course, with these 
studentsʼ years at Hope College. The big question, however, still concerns the sources 
and means of their support while they were here. 
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A. TSUGAWA 

There are numerous bits and pieces of information on Tsugawa. It has already 
been mentioned that he arrived at Hope College in October 1869. He began taking 
classes at the Preparatory Department in November,8 though he was not admitted 
officially to the “D” class [the Departmentʼs entry level] until a year later [cf. Circular 
1871-72 where he is in the “C” class], probably because of his language difficulties. 
He received his financial support from wealthy friends of Dr. Phelps in the East. 
There is a complete account of these sources, including a rundown of Tsugawaʼs 
expenditures, in the “Phelps Collection of Valuable Papers”. One record covers the 
year from October 1869 to September 21, 1870, and the other record continues from 
September 21, 1870, through December 20, 1872, the day that Tsugawa left for Japan. 
(More details on this below.) There is no record here that he received any funds from 
the Japanese government, except that “for the expenses of his return to Japan, he 
received sufficient from the Japanese government and other sources.”9 Professor 
Kudō, on the other hand, mentions in his “Meiji shonen . . .” that he was “a student 
who was dispatched abroad under the support of Iwakuni Prefecture” (p. 20), but he 
does not indicate [the source of] this information. [This is incorrect. Kudō cites 
Omura, Kiyoshi, Nihon no Ryūgakusei (Japanese students abroad), Hayakawa 
Publishing, 1967, p. 18.] There is also no information on how Tsugawa was supported 
after he arrived in Holland for the second time. 

Frances Phelps Otte has provided some information on Tsugawaʼs general 
experience at Hope College. In her article of 1908, she wrote that Tsugawa “quickly 
picked up the elements of the English language, and then entered the lowest [“D”] 
class of the Grammar school. [This quote continues below:10] 
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In her later article of 1935, Mrs. Otte wrote that “Tsugawa soon exchanged [his 
samurai robes and swords, symbols of his samurai status,] for our American costume 
and began the study of our language with rare earnestness. [Quote continues below 
with some repetition from the 1908 article:11] 

 

 
Tsugawa was baptized by the Rev. Abel T. Scott at Hope Church on June 1, 1872, and 
a register at the Church contains his name together with the names of Kimura and 
Ohgimi who were also baptized at the same time. [Referenced by Kudō in his article 
“Japanese People in Holland”, Meiji Gakuin University News, July 6, 1968.] 
 There is a discrepancy of dates in both of Mrs. Otteʼs articles when she is 
giving the account of Tsugawaʼs attendance at Hope College. According to the record 
of his stay here, there is no indication that he was absent from a few months before 
the Holland Fire [of October 9, 1871] until a few months afterward as Mrs. Otte has 
stated. Tsugawaʼs expenses during his first years at Hope College are consistent 
enough to prove this, and Dr. Phelpsʼ accuracy in this kind of matter is not doubtful:12 

 
Based on the above information, therefore, the following record of Tsugawaʼs 
experience in the United States can be made: (Sources are given in parentheses.)  
[PC = Phelps Collection; HCB = Hope College Bulletin (i.e. Circular)] 
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[Circular of 1873-74 is missing.] 

 
 
B. KIMURA 

The details of Kimuraʼs years at Hope College are contained in Professor 
Kudōʼs “Meiji shonen . . .”, however he deals primarily with Kimuraʼs conversion to 
Christianity. This article is comprehensive and probably contains most, if not all, of 
what is available on Kimura. Kudōʼs other article, “Hōpu Karejji . . .”, also contains 
some information on Kimuraʼs years at Hope, but again, this is centered primarily on 
his conversion epxerience. This account is interesting and worth quoting here: 
[“Bakufu” refers to the Tokugawa Shōgunate; “han” is a local domain or fiefdom.] 

 
 Frances Phelps Otte wrote reminiscences of Kimura and Ohgimi in her article 
that appeared in the Hope College Anchor of 1908, but it contains little substantial 
material on Kimura worth noting. 
 Both Kimura and Ohgimi entered the “D” class of the Preparatory 
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Department in November 1871, and in 1875, were promoted to the College where 
they graduated in July 1879 [actually, June 25, 1879]. There is an article in the 
Christian Intelligencer (“Commencement at Hope College,” July 10, 1879, pp. 4‒5), 
which described the commencement ceremonies: 

 
 The Excelsiora, a publication issued by the “A” and “B” classes of the 
Preparatory Department, contains an abundance of original literary material written 
by both Kimura and Ohgimi during the time they were members of those classes. 
These stories are, however, of little historical value but may contain some reflections 
of their experience in Holland thus far. 
 
C. OHGIMI 

 Most of what there is to say about Ohgimi has already been noted above. It 
might be mentioned, however, that Mrs. Otte, in her article in the May 1908 issue of 
the Anchor, quotes a fairly large portion of a letter she had received from Ohgimi. 
This quote is also of little historical value, but in reminiscing about his years at Hope, 
Ohgimi reveals some of his impressions of American life and why he decided to 
becamed a Christian. 
 

IV 
POST-HOPE COLLEGE YEARS 

 
 This period covers the time these students graduated from Hope College until 
their death. Only bits and pieces of information could be found in Holland, and I will 
mention some of them here. The Bibliography will note other sources of information 
that I have not been able to research. 
 
A. TSUGAWA 

 Tsugawa left for Japan immediately after his graduation from the Preparatory 
Department [possibly even before the graduation ceremony] in 1874. In 1908, Mrs. 
Otte reports: 
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Later, in 1935, Mrs. Otte reports that Tsugawa had been “engaged in the mining 
business until his death a few years ago.” 
 
B. KIMURA 

 Of Kimura there is a great deal more information. He and Ohgimi, after 
leaving Hope College, went on to New Brunswick Theological Seminary in New Jersey 
and became ordained ministers in 1882. That year, they returned to Japan and 
became missionaries of the Reformed Church in America.13 Two issues of the Anchor 
[March 1888 and November 1889] report the following on Kimura: 

 
[The information that they were “pastors of native churches” is correct; they did not 
return as formal missionaries sent by the RCA Board of Foreign Missions, though it 
was their wish to do so.] 

 Mrs. Otte reports the following about Kimura in 1908: 

 
 In 1935, Mrs. Otte wrote that both Kimura and Ohgimi had for many years 

“rendered faithful service among their own people. [Quote continues below:14] 

 
[Otteʼs quote about Ohgimi comes later, in the section on Ohgimi.] 

 Mrs. Otte was also the Foreign Chapter correspondent for the Hope College 
Alumni Magazine. In the January 1947 issue, she reports that Kimura had died “a few 
years ago” (p. 13). 
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 Professor Kudōʼs article, “Meiji shonen . . .”, again is the most comprehensive 
study on Kimuraʼs later life and contains probably everything that there is to know 
about him [as far as I knew in 1972]. 
 
C. OHGIMI 

 Although Ohgimi and Kimura led very similar lives [in education and as 
pastors of various churches, Mrs. Otte continues with many details about Ohgimi, 
which I quoted in the original paper. For improved context, the full paragraph about 
Kimura and Ohgimi from her 1935 article is provided below:] 

 
 Later, in the Alumni Magazine of December 1948, Mrs. Otte noted: 

 
 [The above quote is actually from Florence Walvoord ʼ18, reporting from 
Shimonoseki, Japan,15 perhaps edited by Otte as correspondent at the time.] 
 Of Ohgimiʼs life, most seems to be known about the later portion. This is due, 
perhaps, to the fact that his untiring work with the Church had kept him in some kind 
of contact with Hope College. 
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NOTES 

 
1. Eiichi Kudō, “Meiji shonen ni okeru shizoku no Kirisuto-kyō juyō: Kimura 

Kumaji no baai”, Keizai Ronshū, November 1970, pp. 20‒21. [The note in 
the original paper was in error. It is corrected here.] 

2. Eiichi Kudō, “Japanese People in Holland”, p. 2. [Note 2 in the original paper 
was considered unnecessary and therefore deleted.] 

3. 

 
4. Eiichi Kudō, “Japanese People in Holland”, p. 2. 
5. 

 
6.  
7.  
8.  
9. 

 
10. 

 
11.  
12.  
13. 

 
14.  
15. Florence Walvoord, Alumni Magazine, December 1948, p. 29. 
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[The 11 students noted above must be an error. Earlier in this paper I listed six 
Japanese students at Hope in the 19th century.] 
 

 
[Errata: Above, “Article” should be “Articles”; below in II A, “Paper” should be 
“Papers”.] 
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[Erratum: In #2 above, “Komoro Kujuku” should be “Komoro Gijuku”. Also, “Megumi 
no Tabiji” appeared in 8 parts, Nos. 4-11, dated Dec. 22, 1900, to July 20, 1901.] 
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