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When speaki ng to groups about
i nternational educati on at Hope, |
often remark that one-thirdof the
graduati ng cl ass of 1879 wWasS
Japanese, incl uding the val edi ctori an,
Who gave the graduati on addressin
both Latinand Japanese.

The statenent never sounds as convi nci ngit 1 say that
the O ass of 1879 consisted of only six graduates, and t WO
wer e Japanese, but inreality, for that time period, thisis
i ndeedvery significant.

The two nmen, Kinmura Kunaji and Oghim Mt ochiro,
both came to Hol l andin 1871, to begin their studiesat the
Hope Academny. HOW they arrivedin Hol | and, were trans-
f ormed by their experience and went on to notabl e careers
inJapan is an extraordi nary story.

Both MeN wer e adopted, apparently not an unusual cir-
cunstance in 19th centuryJapan. Al though both were
born into samurai fanilies,in the highlystratified class
soci etyof feudal Japantheirs were mnor sanurai famlies.
Their futureprospects nust have been quitelinmtedand so
adoption by a nore prom nent sarmurai fanily was
arrangedto secure nDre opportunities.

For Kimura, adoptionseens to have meant access to
good educat i on. For Oghi ni, it meant enpl oynentin the
finance depart ment of the Shogun, then appoi ntnment as a
court librarianand finally manager of the finance depart-
ment, where he served quitedirectly the Tokugawa
fam I'y. (The Tokugawa were the dynasty of shoguns, or
war ri or monarchs, Who rul ed nost of Japan fromthe
begi nni ngof the 17th century.)

However, when the Shogun was overthrownand i npe-
rial rul erestoredunder the Enperor in 1867-68 (known as
the Meiji Restoration),the old sanmurai fanilieswere not
just out of power but lost their social privilegesand were
stripped of the officially guarant eedstipends and i nconme
on which they lived. Ki muraand Oghi m were on the
| osi ngsideof thiscoup d etat, and thus enem esof the NEW
government. Infact, Kimura was invol vedin | ocal fight-
inginsouthern Japan only five days after his marri age. He
seens to have turned for hel p to a prom nent st at esmanof
the tinme, Kat su Kai shu, Who apparent | ypl ayed sone sort
of bridging role between the Edo Shogunate of A d Tokyo
and the Meiji Enmperor.

Subsequent | y,in 1870, Ki muraand Oghi m travelled
together to the UnitedStateswith Arinori Mri, a
Christianand an official of the Meiji gover nment. Whet her
they knew each other prior to thisis not clear.

Ki mura 1eft behind hiswife and a three-year-old son,
Yuki chi . Oghi mi, who was 27 years old at this tinme, had
been engaged two years earliertoa girl WhO was ei ght
years ol d. (He i ndeed married her, but when he was 39
and she was 23.)

Ki mura and Oghimi arrivedin San Franciscoin
Decenber of 1870, and travel | edto New York by train. ON
January 22nd they nmet President PhilipPhelps, Who was
back east raisingnoney. President Phel ps arranged for
the t WO pennilessyoung MeN to attend the Hope
Preparat ory School, and they were on their Way to
M chi gan wi t hi n days, and, one assunes, Hope's first
i nternational student schol arship reci pi ents.

At one time intheseearlyyears, therewere as MANYy as
14 Japanesestudents at Hope, and becausenost livedin
ZWener Hall, that becane known as Japanese Hall.
(Zwermer Hall stood where the Wstern Semi nary library
NOW st ands.)

What is extraordinarily clear fromthe fewKi mura
letters We have seen is that the Phel psfanily was a naj or
i nfluence. Ki mura describes President Phel ps as "a person
like God," "warm hearted, " "sincere" and a scholar. He
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The Rev. PhilipPhel ps, Hope's first president, brought
several studentsfromJapan inthe college’ s earlyyears.
They renenber ed hi mfondl y—as shown by the MeND-
rial service several held in Japanin his honor in 1896.
The group (witha small phot o of PresidentPhel pson the
table) i ncl udes Hope's first t WO Japanese al umi,
Ki mura Kumaji ' 79 and Oghimi Mtochiro ' 79 (seated at
center and right), Who went fromHope to proni nent
careers as educators and mi ssionariesin their native
land. (Photo from the Hope Col | ege Col | ecti onof the
Joint Archi vesof Holland.)

al so coment son how the Phel pses hel ped poor peopl e,
and how the "whol e t own does good works."

But perhapsthe greater role Was pl ayed by Ms. Phel ps.
She was highly regardedas a not her and Wfe, playing a
role in the discipline and education of the children-
-someti iingthat stood out, for at thistinme in Japan WONMEN
had no say in such matters. For Kinura, this was not j ust
eye- openi ng but of profound significance—as evi denced
by his invol vement in the educati onof WOIMEN upon his
return to Japan.

The affection that these studentshad for President
Phel pslasted | ong after they departedHol | and, This is
nDSt clearlyillustratedby a photograph show ngfive
Japanesenen, ai apparently with HOpe connecti ons, who
gathered inJapanin 1896, to hold a nenori al serviceafter
| earni ng of the Rev. Phel ps's deat h.

Al t hough Oghi mi is said to have stated that he was
"disinclinedto be religious,"the exanpl e they found in
the Hope and Holl and community |l ed them to
Christianity.They wer e baptizedby the Rev. Abel T.
Stuart at Hope Church.

Fol | owi nggraduation, both men went on to semi nary.
They graduat ed from New Brunswi ck in 1882, and wer e
ordai nedin Al bany as ninistersinthe Reformed Church
in America and sent back to Japanas nissionaries.

Upon his returnin 1883, Oghi ni was appoi nt edni ni s-
ter at Koj i machi Church in Tokyo. He marriedin 1884 and
soon thereafterwas appoi nteda | ecturera Japan Christian
Semi nary, a school that later becane part of Meiji Gakuin
University.ln 1886 he was appoi ntedto the university's
first board of trustees.

Cghi mi went on to becone a wel | - recogni zedast or
and educator, serving a hunber of churchesand school s.

early ties

These incl uded churches in Shizoku and Nagoya; the
school s i ncl uded one for the blind, Steele Acadeny,
anot her mission school in Japan, where he was principal,
and Tokyo Wonen' s Hi gh School .

When he retired, he used histine to take up the N€wW
role of Christianscholar,realizingtwo of his nbst notabl e
achi evenent s,publishing the rirst G eek- Japanesel exi con
and then a Greek granmar in Japanese. For the firsttine,
Japanese seninary studentscoul d | earn G eek directly
from Japanesew t hout having first to becomne fluent in
anot her | anguage.

Ki mura returnedto his wife and NOw 15-year - ol dson
with an appoi nt ment to undert akeni ssion work and Bible
translation. Shortly after his return, he, together With his
wi fe and her brother, founded Miji Wbnen's School,
establ i shedfor the purpose of educati ngnodemwonen.

He rater servedas both pastor of the Dai machi Church
in Tokyo and al so as princi pal of Shoei Wbnens' School,
whi ch was founded by Quakers.

In 1893, Ki murawas invited by influentialpeoplein
Konoro cCity to found a private school, whi ch he estab-
l'ishedinan oldcity gate.

ANMDNQ those he invitedto joinhimas teachers was a
former student, Shi mazaki Tozon. Tozon, who graduat ed
frommeiji Gakuin University in 1891, is highly regarded
as a romanti cpoet and novelist,and wote M3U s school
song. The time that Tozon spent in KONDro Gty was very
influential On his writing;indeed, he describedit as
follows; "I wenf out as a teacher; I came back as a
student."

Wi | e there, he continuedto be influenced by his old
teacher, and his fondnessfor hi mis nost obvi ousfromthe
characterizationsof Ki mura that are foundin Tozon's writ-
ings, especiallyintwo short storiesin his book Chi kuna
Ri ver Sketches, one of which is titied "An | npoveri shed
Bachel or of Science." The headmaster in this storyand in
anot her sinilar to it is nmodel ed after Ki nura. Tozon
depi cts the headnast er of his story as an ol der man, "his
eyes alight with youthful vigor," "a mMan of i nposing
physi que Who al ways set a vi gorous pace for one his age."
He was a man of "ineffabl eel egance”and Who 1ike any
good teacher "gestured vigorously" and was an "articul ate
speaker” from whom "t he sparks seened to fly when he
got intohissubject." Wth his "long, |uxuriant beard" he
must i ndeed have been i nposi ng
teacher/ ment or/ pastoko his students and pari shioners.

Fol | owi ng nearly 13 years at Konmoro city, Kinmura
returnedto the pastorate, this tinme at the church in
Nagano, where he served for .1 years, retiring at the age of
73. He returned to Tokyo, where he died 10 years later,in
1927.

The livesof these two Hope grads seemto have con-
si stedof pullsand tugs between schol arly/teaching
careersand serving the Japanese churches that were
al waysin need of pastors and preachers. Throughout their
lives, Ki muraand Oghi mi seemto have carried on dual
careers fol |l owing one path and then the other, and sone-
times both at the sane tine.

And yet the opportunities that came to t hemwere not
limted to the church and education;thesewere very
prom nent men, and nmany sought them out. At vari ous
times in their lives, powerful governnment figurestriedto
pull themintothe political realm This i ncl udedKi mura
bei ng of fered the position of Counsel General in New
York. But each time they turnedtheseother opportunities
down and remai ned devot ed to education and church.

They are i ndeedgr aduat esof WhOM Hope and those in
the comuni t yof Hol | andcan be extrenely proud.

(Editor's Not e: Dr. Sobani aisdirector of international edu-
cationand a professorof historyat Hope. He notesthat his
researchon Hope' searly Japanese graduates is "a work in
progress" that has benefited greatlyfrom Kaoru Qgirni, the
grandson of Mdtochiro, and AkitakaM yao, a retiredteacher in
Konmpbrocity.) tar



	Hope College
	Hope College Digital Commons
	1998

	News from Hope College, Volume 30.3: December, 1998
	Hope College
	Recommended Citation


	tmp.1448890205.pdf.qhVx9



