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*

.ened in more ways than one by Commo- ..

. marvelously short time

. ers seized upon their most promising y'

. ‘schools and universities of

", and only two or

% . went to New
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. man’s name—soon exchanged these forour

R

. the significanc
. of such vision

, back to Japan.

;! Japanese Legation
bassy to be sent from Japan to the United:

- our language with rare earnestness.

(Mrs. Otte is B daughter of Dr. Phlllp Phelps, "~
" . President of Hope College from

18656 to 1878.)

Several Japanese princes had been awak- :

dore Perry's persistent, but tactful, rap- *

ping on the massive closed doors of Japan
in 1858. They not only awoke, but in a
arose an
themselves for action. Education became’
their slogan, and, be it noted, education
- for their youth. (How long did it take us
so-called progressives in America to grasp

developed into action?)
Forthwith these mighty, influential lead- ;
oung -
women and sent them to the best :
Europe, but the
majority to America and at government
expense. In less th

“men and

three years after the
Western Institution in Holland, Michigan,
had become a full fledged
College), Dr. P. Phelps,
! York City on one of his usual
college business trips. His headquarters
s were Synod's Rooms then on Vesey Street,
and one day the secretaries there told *im
that a Mr. Sugiwara, a Japanese student
from New Brunswick, and several others,
had brought a Japanese student to them
only a few hours béfore. The story was
" that they ali
with him. He had been in the country
only six weeks. They had happened upon
him and he was without friends or means.
Immediately my father said, “Leave the
- matter to me.” He went to the hotel where
they were staying and found that, the gov-
ernment had ordered this young Japanese
My father made a duiel
and interviewed the

" trip to Washington,
there—the first Em-

Staven-mHE succeeded In novsusding

* and willing
bility for this youth.
lowed to my mother an

which was only streng

with us in the College Halls.

A large framed picture of the
was given to my father and this,

with the strange but interesting long sillk’
garment and the three swords (indicative’,

cial standing) all belonging toj
this - rescued young student, are among

of high so

the prized possessions of our family.
Ryozo Tsugawa—for such is our young

American costume and began the study of
Dr
Phelps had sent forth an appeal to our
western people, remind..gz them of their

missionary prayers, and that thi¥ promis- °

ing youth needed fir ' .cial support as well
. as prayer. To their credit, be it recorded,
. they responded generously, and a happy
year for all parties passed. Then came

the news from Japan that Mr. Tsugawa's i* ei
father was seriously ill and he was ogbliged ! Sight yoars of the FrepaEntOry e o |

to return to Japan.

About six months after this, occurred ;' veveran

the great Chicago Fire, and at exactly
the same hour, three o’clock, Monday
morning October vun, '71, the then small

village of Holland, Michigan, was also en- i

tirely burned up with the single exception
of _the College Campus and a few adjacent :
buildings. Picture the scene of desolation
and ruin! Only a short time after came
a letter from Mr. Tsugawa stating that
his father had died and had bequeathed .
?um his portion of his estate, which he had .
invested in costly Japanese things and he '

asked my father to provide a suitable |-

building in which he could deposit and sell

_ to the inhabitants of Holland his Japanese |
_ treasures, o

Y

V: belonging teo
d clothed -

e and far-reaching results

an ten years after this, {\

college (Hope .
the president, -

. support of the

people of Holland,
was laid upon my
. the East wealthy friends who might buy
The largest and most beauti-

the additional burden

N

‘. these goods.

royal family, were included in this collec-
_tion. Some of the wealthy” friends re-
_ sponded, but many of the things could not
be sold.
. Tsugawa survived, however,
up Ris studies at Hope, graduating from
the Preparatory Department in '74. His

! prother Nanomi, had accompanied him to

{ this country, but did not stay very long. .
He went back to Japan and became a silk .
Then Tsugawa decided that he -

)
' merchant.
i also must leave for his native country.
{ He returned and engaged in the mining
| busjness until his death a few years ago.
¢ During his stay in
" baptized and received into the church.
The spring of
imi and Kimura to Holland.

father to seek out in

and kept .

College, and the destitute S

ful crystals and elegant robes, formerly
the recently exiled Tycoon :
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only. the namé abides in my memory.
l-'!avmg reinforced my youthful recollec-
tions by researches into my autograph al-
bum, my diaries and scrap books of my
own and those of my father for the his-
tory of these preceding students, I find no
mention of him. I am sure he was at

i , Hope, but only for a short time.

I can recall many interesting inciden

oﬁ these foreign young men sf provigzezf
tially brought to sojourn among the pio-
neers of the lolland immigration, but
further space and time forbid. ' '
(Noto by S.W. Ryder. Mrs. Otte showed me a
most {ntereating photograph taken in Japan when
nows of the death of her father, Dr. Phelps, veached
there. A framed pieture of Dr. Phelps was sot
upon & small table, ond around thls table were
gathored five of the Japaneso students who had

d attonded Hope College: the two Tsugawa brothers,

! Kimura, Ohgimi ond Matsuda.)

s

Holland he had been j-
"1 brought Messrs. Ohg-.
They, too, 3%

were at first under government support,
- put wishing to receive a Christian educa- 1Y §

jBS.

e . (@ s F
vkt e
.‘a‘.‘ [

~

did not know what to do .

o.;,,_ of -the Church of -Christ in Japan and .be- ‘ |

1]
1

ded b no A
high Japanese officials “that he was able
to assume the entire responsi- .
A letter soon - :
d_ filled my child-'}
heart with the d@epest awe and curiosity ) .
thened when final-.| at Nagasaki for five years, and later /+°
ly he arrived and took his first meals; o,

Embassy
together.

[.
;' to close his history with the fact that he—

L‘ College—returned

c%u\.,
tion, they concluded to remain longer in |I$&1o oo

. this country, and again Hollanders came 5

to their help and friends both West and
East put them through the eight years of
the Preparatory and College Courses. They .
both graduated in 1879. They were hoth
baptized and joined Hope Church during Y
their stay at Hope College. Hope Church !
having been destroyed by the Fire, the * °
church services were held for a while in - .
the first College chapel, which was alarge [.. "
room on the first floor of Van Vleck Hall.
L In the fall of *79 these young men entered -
_'.L_‘ the Seminary at New Brunswick and were , |
.., ordained to the ministry in '82. e
'For many years in Japan they rendered
_ faithful service among their own people. ¥¥
* Rev. Kumage Kimura served as a minister {t

v

came principal of the Meiji Girls’ High
. School. Rev, Motoichiro Ohgimi taught in |_" - S

Union Seminary and Meiji Gakuin, Tokyo, e
was the principal of our Steele Academy L

1y

taught in the Methodist Protestant Theo- |-
logical Seminary at Nagoya. He was sent |-
as a delegate to an educational confere.ce
in Formosa and did a good work among i~
many of the churches there. He was a Vg
very good scholar—only last year he sent k ]
|

i
(

’

\; s an Alumnus Contribution to the Theo-
'} loglc'al Seminary at New Brunswick a'copy
i+ of his recently published book, “Grammar
-+ of New Testament Greek translated into
Japanese.”

It remains now to mention Tametsune
o Matsuda, who came to this country with
.t Mr. Tsugawa upon the latter’s return in
" M1, As_s Matsuda had but little cash, Tsa-
’+ gawa hired him out to a farmer living near
Holland, but there he was treated very
cruelly. My father, hearing of this, res- %
v cueq him and brought him to Hope College,
i again appealing to the Hollanders for sup- : > . -
.- port. Nobly they carried him through the , ~* -

" lege life, and he graduated in '83 in the |
' same class with Dr. A. Oltmans, now our |
msssonury in Japan. He had g
made profession of his faith and had been i,
{ baptized while in College. In Japan for |-

some years he was a teacher in a large . '
. High School in Tokyo. It is hard to have :

!

the only one of all who were ‘at Hope
—I to heathen standards
and religion, but this was brought to my
attention a few years ago, and, I fear, is
only too authentic.

Bunzo Hashiguchi now appears upon the : -
scene—the latest arrival of those early. - e
Japanese students. He graduated from the
Preparatory Department of Hope College )
in "9, As there was no Agricultural
Course in that western college, he went to |
. the Massachusetts Agricultural College at :

.,
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The Death of Dr. John A. Otte

HE Board of Foreign Missions

received by cablegram on the
15th of April the sad news of the
sudden death in Amoy of Dr. John
A. Otte. The news is necessarily
very meager, but it is understood that :
the cause of death was the dread
Eastern disease of the plague, which,
in its ravages in Asia, has thus far.
not affected Europeans or Ameri-

A veil must be drawn over the sacred meeting ‘in the
home itsclf. MRest had come a last, and for a short time
at least, the heartache ceased.

The three months at home were busy ones.  In many '
ways they were pleasant, too. Nothing caused more joy l
than the visit to Ilolland, M:h. In a few short years !
this place had changed so mucl that it was scarcely recog-
nizable. The old fathers, whe for their faith had been
compelled to leave the mother “ountry, had in many cases
died without secing that their prayers for the salvation H
of their children were answerel Many of these children A

were not only careless in their religious duties, but evil in 1 . :
1;1(<‘:rir ways as) well.‘ And now, o ]:li’l, the prayers had been i. cans except in rare instances, wl.xcrc atlcndansc by
o 2 . i . 2 physicians and nurses upon those afflicted by the discase,
visibly answered. 1 did not mect one of these old ac ; y & el olall :
quaintances, who for years seemed to care little or not at v ’a’i1s°"‘° lmesf ’;:5“ cdd a ‘:‘ y ;’"“‘;“S t 11‘3)‘:; i and i
all for Christ, who had not now given himself to Christ. 1 o ‘el hews:o lt e -“f‘: dcn eat 110 his "-lo\c an‘ :nll)l-
Some stopped me on the street to tell me of all Christ had O“ physician, as nled, many hearts “tlll 501;1'0\\. Dr.
done for them. Where once liensed liquor selling places tte's long ‘“}d splendl.d services in bcl.mlf of the Chlll‘CSC
had disgraced the community, now not one such a place people and his very vigorous prosccution of the mCdN_::\l
existed. ~ All this was not due o a sudden spasmodic re- W°"¥< °f.°UF BO“‘_J n ”.“lt country have sccurlcd for )31111
vival, but rather to a steady defiite growth in the number a wide leClC_ of friends in Holland as.wcll as in Amesi
of those who had consccratal themselves to Christ’s But at. this time the thoughts of all will go to l.hc afflicted
SERviRES h.ome in the West, where Mrs. Otte and the children have
The visit to the church in Iella, too, was one of the * lived for a number of years s..cpamtcd.from.thc beloved
great pleasures of the summer. This church has under- husband and father that he might continue his beneficent .
taken my support. That dignifiec and sanctified Dutch com- work among the pco};le of China. The tenderest sympathy )
munity is an honor to the Fatheland which sent them out, ]°f a “"{‘d"- dcnrcle “’:11180 1}0 that bercaved home in this
and a blessing to the land they 1ave adopted as their own. IQB" % tsa nessb and. ox;c "I’\;"SS]' ands i 1861
Their wealth is great enough tomake it possible for them t;:" tte wtas °"_n} m] the Net ‘te“ ﬂ“l s in 1861 He Cilm((i
to support at least four foreignmissionaries, and as many to q 'S’ ‘country .W’t;w"s_ parents when quite young an
more working in the home fiel Some of their numbers mage, s home in Michigan. He .graduated from Hope
are doing all that can be expeced, God bless them. But Col}ege n 1883 'an(.i fro.m the medical dcpartn'lcnt of the i
there are very many who do bu little, and do not under- University of Michigan in 1836. In the following year he 2
stand their privileges. God' hely them. I wish the scope married M'SS_ Phelps, a daughter of Dr. Philip Phelps, 4
of this letter would allow me toexpress the full extent of formerly president of Hope College. In the same year, i
my gratitude to those who pra: for us, and try to work '1887' he sailed for China with Mrs, Otte. 'lhcy remained %,
for God through us. To our hosts, too, we would like m the Netherlands for scveml. weeks on th.cn' outward
to show our gratitude in some vay. But as we cannot do journey and th_”"-. and then laid the foundations for th.e :
all we would, we can only pray that God may bless them, deep and con%mumg interest among the ?eox)lc of h{s : Sk
and make it possible for me to hanor them through success ( father!und, which ]."35 mc:mt. so mu?h to him and to his :
in the service of the Master. work_m.Amoy d}‘""g these intervening years.
At last the first of October cane, and with it—separation. This mtcrcs;t 1: HOllﬂﬂ'd c‘]w;'S s?h fostere.d that, a few
tawill not, and cannot write abow: this. God will help. i years ago; A lung was ralsec lor the efection, equipment *
The journey back to Amoy was made less mnooo.vie = A;——~E‘:¥¥d—4mmmnﬂncs_oi_‘thc,,W_g]hel[ul_rla_,I;I_g_gp_lt,a‘.. oGINE M

through meeting with many kind Christians, who soon
became friends. Among these were thirty-two missionaries,
all going tu the borders of Thbet, and sent sut by one
board, the Methodist Missionary Association of Canada.
Among them was an accountant, a builder, a printer,
doctors, teachers, nurses and ministers. Other Christians,
too, made many of the days happy ones. There was an
English admiral, his wife and wo daughters, all carnest
Christians. There was also that wonderful man of power,
Bishop Brent of Manila. It wes interesting to meet the

nection with these hospitals; the large good that he diu n
the Amoy district in ministering to the bodies of the suf-
fering and in making the way for the entrance of the
Gospel; his training of his students, who, with their dis-

“~womal's-department of Hope Hospital.__His s

pensaries in the surrounding villages, are continually .

widening the sphere of his influence and good works; his
own successful cfforts to maintain the hospital from re-

ceipts secured from the Chinese in connection with his |

work—all these varied forms of his activity in the mission

man who originated the idea of holding a conference of field are well lfnown and have made his name one that has I*
nations to discuss what could be cone to curtail the growing beer }'mnorcd 1 O, Church. ' e
evil of opium smoking. Christiin officers, too, made the W}‘nlc D‘r. Ot.tc .d'd not undergo a course of theological
good ship “Empress of Japan” cem more like home than training  his msstonary work was of such a character
any ship I have ever been on. I have never spent such that the Classis of Michigan ordained him to the ministry
happy Sabbaths on any steamer as on this. In the morn- ! m_-l_87916. N i ey l \
ing we had a fine service uncer the leadership of the | At no one time in his missionary career has he been
Captain, and Bishop Brent, In the afternoon a conference more active or happier in his work than in recent years. ',
of the Missionaries, or a lecture by one of them was given. ™ He had been looking forward with deep joy to the time .
In the evening a song service, uader the guidance of Ad- when Mrs. Otte could join him again in his work in
miral Boardman’s daughters, gare a homelike tone to our China, when the children, for whose education they re- B =
pleasures. : mained separated so long, could be left by their mother. ;

A little before midnight, October thirtieth, Amoy was The Church honors Dr. and Mrs, Otte for their service | /
reached. All was bustle there on account of the visit of and their sacrifice in the cause of the spread of the king-
the “American Peace Fleet.” In the hospitals all was well. dom of Christ in China, |
Dr. Blauvelt, Miss Kranberg, and Dr. Ng Taipit had each S W. I C

done his or her share toward keeping up the waork.  The &

Lord bless them for their Gdelity.

It ay be of interest to some to know that it took just i 3

fifty-twe days, acwal travel, to go around the world. 1§

I had taken faster steamers, [ eould have done it in three

days less, 1o AL Omve, ‘ : :
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