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Irene Gerrish Writes about Her Experience at

The International Forum on Democracy in Athens
For the past five years, The New York Times has hosted a forum on democracy in Athens, Greece.
A fitting location for discussing democracy, the forum provides a unique opportunity for leaders,
politicians, economists, and journalists from around the world to partake in highly stimulating
conversations on how to effectively address the evolution of democracy in a changing world. This
was the first year The Times requested student participation at the conference, and I, along with
twenty other students from liberal arts universities around the world, were lucky enough to have
been picked for it.
We came together for a week to share our experiences and knowledge with one another in the
interest of achieving a common goal: expressing to the world why young people in democracies are
not participating politically. The week was filled to the brim with invigorating conversations on the
role of globalization in democracies, shaking hands with prime ministers and Times journalists, trips
to the Parthenon and Acropolis, and of course, mouth-watering gyros and pasticcio. It felt unreal.
Continued on page 2
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Continued from page 1
The presentations were fascinating. We observed
panelists discuss hot-topic issues like the prevalence
of “fake news” in journalism, financial pressures
in political systems, and whether democratizing
regions leads to prosperity or, to the contrary, that
economic development is necessary for democracy
to flourish. My favorite session took place on the last
day, when the delegates deliberated over various UN
sustainable development goals. As students of the
conference, we became scribes for the conversations
occurring around us. I sat at a table with a
representative from Coca-Cola International, a UN
representative from Spain, a Greek journalist, a
retired American corporate lawyer, and an executive
from Google. These officials worked to devise

the friendships I acquired are what made the
conference such a memorable experience.”
I wouldn’t be able to describe my experience without
expressing serious gratitude for the institutions
that made this week possible: Hope College, for
granting me such a wonderful opportunity; the
Global Liberal Arts Alliance; the Great Lakes
Colleges Association; and of course, The New York
Times, for inviting all twenty of us to be a part of
such a formative, educational week. I returned
with not only strong friendships and extraordinary
memories, but a greater international perspective
and cultural knowledge that I hope to share with
the people of my community.

solutions to reducing global inequality. All of them,
regardless of occupation, agreed that inequality
negatively impacts democracy by introducing
external financial pressures, and in extreme cases
(like India), depriving democratic citizens of their
ability to be heard. I am currently collaborating with
seven other students from the forum on a summary
of the rich discussions we heard that will soon be
published by The New York Times.
An unlikely consequence of my experience in
a foreign country halfway across the world was
absolutely one of my favorites: friendship. In
the words of my now colleague (and friend),
Saumya Sampath, “I came to the conference with
companionship the last thing on my mind, but

Irene’s story was also featured in Hope College’s Campus
News and the Holland Sentinel.
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Summer Research: Gabby Barber and Dr. Ryden
Explore Religion and the Supreme Court
This summer I, Gabby Barber, a junior majoring in
Political Science, worked alongside Dr. David Ryden
to research the interaction between religion and the
Supreme Court justices. The project explored the
extent to which a Supreme Court justice’s religious
beliefs affected how they made their decisions in
court. It asked the general question of what sort
of impact the religious backgrounds of judges and
justices had on the judicial process.

The project itself isn’t even close to being finished,
because my interest in the topic was so broad and
I had trouble narrowing it down to one research
question during this initial search. My summer
mainly consisted of reading through countless
articles, book chapters, Supreme Court written
opinions, interviews, and even a couple of blog
posts. The amount of content covering religious
backgrounds of Supreme Court justices or federal
judges was very slim, and this made my job pretty
difficult. I quickly found that religion is not
something widely discussed by scholars in the fields
of law or political science. However, regardless of
the difficulty I had in finding substantial content
for my research, this summer solidified by interest
in the Supreme Court, constitutional law, and the
intertwining of religion and government.
A highlight of the summer research was the studentprofessor partnership that I got to develop with

Dr. Ryden. Working together on something both
of us were interested in sparked good conversation
and made the experience worthwhile. Summer
research helped to develop a relationship that will
definitely further my college experience overall. I
also had the opportunity to see other professors
from the department around during the summer,
as being in Lubbers at some point almost everyday
resulted in a lot of run-ins. This is always a fun way
to catch up with people.
This summer’s research opportunity is something
that I am very grateful for. Spending the summer in
Holland was really a dream come true, with many
beach trips, farm-to-table dinners, and lots and
lots of ice cream. It was also really awesome that
I got to spend my days reading and researching
about a topic that I’m incredibly interested in, a lot
of times doing so in Lemonjello’s, my local coffee
shop of choice. The fact that I am not finished
with this project is all the more exciting to me, as
I still have the opportunity to take it any direction
that it speaks to me. Having this opportunity has
granted me the possibilities of writing my capstone
paper on the topic, keeping the research going
for my remaining time here at Hope, presenting
at various research symposiums, and developing
worthwhile relationships with the faculty in the
Political Science Department—all of which I am
extremely thankful for.
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Dr. Beard’s Summer
Research in East Africa
My research this summer was the fourth phase
in a research project asking if and how ethnicity
remains important in the public arena in emerging
African democracies. In this phase, I pursued new
data from Uganda both during a trip to Uganda
and at Hope with the help a student research
assistant (Skylar Sundquist). I then added this data
to data already collected from Kenya to build crossnational, comparative attestation corroborating
findings from the single case of Kenya on media
and political identities under the larger umbrella
of investigating democracy in Africa.

This photo is with Hope alumnus Anabay Mbayo at her wedding in Kenya
this summer.

public identity marker. It is important to consider
how people use and are framed in and through
media vehicles—from newspapers to radio to
television to the Internet—in order to understand
what identities people bring to political discourses
and actions. Using data from Uganda, added
to existing original data collected on Kenya, this
project explores questions surrounding how media
and politics interact.

Dr. Dandavati Is Back!
This photo is of me in Uganda when I studied in Kenya in 1999. I am with
a former classmate who is Ugandan and a Hope alumnus, Betsy (Scott)
DeKorne ‘08, who I worked with this summer.

The study investigates how Africans in emerging
democracies are reflected in and use various media
venues, compared with reputable public opinion
surveys. The way people view and understand
politics and themselves is largely shaped by and
reflected in the vehicles through which they access
information. Thus, media creates and reflects the
voices shaping the public spaces and discourses in
which people participate. Furthermore, these media
venues reflect the way people see themselves within
public spaces. In many emerging democracies
in sub-Saharan Africa, ethnic affiliation has been
and—albeit debatably—remains an important

After a stint directing the Philadelphia Center, Dr.
Annie Dandavati is back on Hope’s campus. Be
sure to welcome her back if you see her around
Lubbers Hall or elsewhere, and check out her
courses for the spring!
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Introducing Student Office
Assistant Maeve Donley
Maeve Donley has
joined the department
as a student office
assistant this academic
year. She hails from
Mansfield, Ohio, most
notable for being the
filming location for The
Shawshank Redemption.
She is a senior Classical Studies major with a
minor in Communication, which basically means
she likes Latin, Greek, and movies. Her passion
is for family, filmmaking, and following Christ.
She enjoys singing, too, and is currently teaching
herself guitar.

The Pre-Law Society at
Hope College
The Pre-Law Society is a student-run
organization under the leadership of Dr.
David Ryden, the campus pre-law advisor.
We host national speakers on campus and
coordinate panels and visits to law schools
and law firms. In previous years, we visited
the Varnum law firm in Grand Rapids and
the Michigan State University College of
Law. Our goal is to help our peers who are
interested in the law by providing them with
resources to help them succeed in their law
school applications. The Pre-Law Society
is planning on coordinating visits from
distinguished prosecutors and judges, so
look out for those announcements! Please
feel free to reach out to us at prelawsociety@
hope.edu or on Facebook @HopePreLaw if
you have any questions. We look forward to
seeing you at our events in the near future!

Spring 2017 Awards
At the end of last semester, the Political Science
Department honored our most exceptional
students with awards for their accomplishments
and promise. Congratulations to all of the winners!
The James M. Zoetewey Book Award is presented to
students who have demonstrated unusual promise
in political science and its classes and activities.
• Arend Buitenhuis
• Gabrielle Barber
• Irene Gerrish
• Jake Birkhaug
• Joseph McClusky
• Kirstin Anderson
• Ronald Knapp
• Sophia Vander Kooy
• Taylor Hitchingham
The Renze Lyle Hoeksema Prize is given to the
juniors who have best demonstrated excellence
in the classroom, interest in political science, and
promise for a useful career in public service.
• Alissa Frazee
• Julia Fulton
• Samuel Jansen
The James Dyke Van Putten Prize is given to a
graduating senior or seniors who have excelled
in the classroom and possess those qualities of
character and personality which give promise of a
useful career in public service.
• Catherine Namwezi
• Thomas Conerty
The Jack E. Holmes International Engagement
Award is presented to a junior or senior who has
demonstrated excellence in simulations, knowledge
of the UN, conducted research, and/or exhibited
good comprehension of US foreign policy.
• Leigh Wynveen
The Robert Elder, Jr. Washington Honors
Semester Award is given to the student(s) who
have demonstrated unusual promise while in DC.
• Mallory Reader
• Sarah Feldpausch
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“So, How Was Your Semester in DC?”
We asked two Spring 2017 Washington Honors Semester students to reflect on their time in DC. Here are
their answers to the following questions:
1. What did you enjoy the most about living in DC?
2. What were the most valuable lessons you learned from your internship?
3. Which group interviews were most valuable, and why?
4. How did your time in DC affect your plans for the future and your career?
5. What would you say to a student considering the Washington Honors Semester?

Nola Tolsma
1.
I enjoyed the
DC semester because
it allowed me to be
independent and live
in a new city with a real
job. The DC semester,
more so than any other
semester at Hope, gave me a taste of what life
after college might look like. I am so thankful
that I got to have a trial run of living in the
nation’s capital.
2. My internship taught me skills and practices
that I will be able to bring to my future jobs, but
more so, my coworkers and supervisors at The
Advocacy Project showed me what it looks like to
care about something so deeply that you choose
to devote your life to it. I was overwhelmed by
the love, generosity, selflessness, and joy that
each member of our team showed in their work
each day. This is not something you come across
just anywhere. I feel as though I have had a
glimpse of what it looks like to have a calling
and pursue it with all of your heart.
3. I found the interview days that had a range of
jobs in the same field the most helpful. When
we interviewed lawyers, for example, seeing the
vast diversity of employment opportunities that
are available in just one field was incredible. I
also appreciated the days that we interviewed
faith organizations like Sojourners, the
Interfaith Alliance, etc. These interviewees were
well-versed in discussing their faith as it relates
to their work, and I found the description of
how the two intertwine to be very helpful in my
thought process of what my faith does and will
look like in my workplace.

4. I have decided that I want to move to DC
after I graduate, which I would not have
been confident in deciding had I not had the
opportunity to live there this spring. I have
also found several paths that I am interested
in pursuing after graduation that I would not
have even known existed but for the interviews
we had.
5. If you’re on the fence about doing the DC
semester, do it. You will learn not only applicable
job skills and have a diversified resume, but you
will grow closer with students who are interested
in the same things as you, you will have a new
mentor in the professor who goes with you, and
you will grow your network in a new part of
the country. I have no regrets about doing this
semester, and I cannot express how greatly it
has affected my confidence in my competency
come this spring when I graduate.

Allie DeJongh Featured
in the Holland Sentinel
Washington Honors Semester student Allie
DeJongh was featured in the Holland Sentinel
in March 2017. In the article, she talks about
living in Bordeaux, France, as a child, majoring
in International Studies, her experiences in
DC, and her plans for the future. Read the
whole article on the Sentinel’s website: www.
hollandsentinel.com/news/20170328/hopecollege-student-cherishes-opportunity-tointern-in-washington-dc.
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Washington, DC. I also realized that many
organizations in international development
and in humanitarian aid have headquarters in
DC, so I hope to work there again sometime in
the near future.
5. I gained experience and had opportunities
during the Washington Honors Semester that
will impact my career and future. If you decide
to do the Washington Honors Semester, my
advice to you is to make the most out of it by
finding exciting things to do around the city
and by asking people to meet with you and to
tell you about their career.

Allie DeJongh on the job at USAID during the Washington Honors Semester.

Allie DeJongh
1. There were so many events going on around
Washington, DC, that I could attend after my
internship and on the weekend. These included
free concerts every night at the Kennedy
Center for Performing Arts and get-togethers
for French speakers.
2. Having a supervisor who was very busy and
occupied, I realized that I needed to search
for other employees who wanted help with a
project or task rather than wait around for my
supervisor to give me something to do.
3. The interviews with different think tanks were
very interesting and valuable because we had the
opportunity to learn what think tanks from all
parts of the political spectrum are researching
and interested in.
4. I am now interested in pursuing a master’s
degree in international development or
international affairs at a graduate school in

Hope students and Dr. Beard in Washington, DC, during Spring 2017.

Follow the Washington Honors Semester
on social media:
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Perspectives from the Director of the 2017
Washington Honors Semester
Dr. Virginia Beard was the director for the
Washington Honors Semester this past spring. Here
are her thoughts on the semester in DC:

What did directing the program involve?
Directing the Washington Honors Program in
some sense is a part of each Political Science faculty
member’s job. David, Jeff, Joel, Annie, and I work
to let students know about the program and its
substantial value each semester. But when a faculty
member is a year and a half out from their turn to
lead the program, the work begins in earnest. We
begin accepting applications in September before
we lead the program a year and a half later. This
early timeline allows us to prepare students who
want to apply for some of the top internships, such
as at the White House or the State Department, as
these organizations have June deadlines in the year
before students come to Washington, DC. Thus, we
work with students over the course of a year and a
half before we ever have them in DC. The summer
before the program we are in touch with students
working on their professional portfolios, beginning
processes for internship applications, and working
with the department administrator on early program
logistics—everything from housing to interview arrangements. Once in DC, the faculty director and the
department administrator work to keep all the plates spinning, from housing and finances of the students
to the interview schedule to the courses that the director teaches, and so on.
Working with twenty-two students with very different personalities and needs is challenging, given
you become all of Hope College to them, from financial aid to counseling to student life to academic
mentor. The logistics of administering such a program can also be challenging, but with the support of
our incredible office administrator and his attention to detail and creating increasingly fluid and efficient
systems… Well, that really made the challenge of oversight much more manageable.

What did you enjoy about spending the semester in DC?
My favorite thing about the program is being part of such a rewarding experience with students who
I have come to know well. I get to celebrate with their successes and excitements and walk with them
through the challenges. Being part of such an important and impactful part of the students’ educational
journey is a reward personally and professionally that is hard to put into words.
I also enjoyed getting to experience our nation’s capital for fifteen weeks—the history, the current
governance issues, and the setting. I am an avid runner and never tired of running around the Mall
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or from our apartments across the bridges to the Lincoln or Jefferson or FDR memorials. There were
a few times I was up early enough and made the four miles to Lincoln and climbed the steps just after
dawn—and was alone there. It was breathtaking, and I was able to spend time in worship as I ran along
the Potomac and around such amazing sights.

What were some of the most valuable interviews that the group took part in?
All of our interviews were incredible, but I would say the Cato Institute and the American Enterprise
Institute helped the students think more robustly about holding informed and empirically-based political
and policy perspectives. Rick Webster, the Vice President of Public Policy at the National Institute for the
Blind and a Hope alumnus, gave us all information that was new and challenging on how society is set up
to create lack of access for people with different abilities and how simple it really can be to change this.
Meeting with Hope alumni Lisa Joldersma from PhRMA and Kersten Burns Lausch from the National
Association of Community Health Centers (NACHC) gave us varied perspectives on the hot topic of
health care and access in our country. Scott Carpenter from Google offered insights on technology and
security that added to the incredible insights we gained from Interpol and the FBI. So really, all of the
interviews worked together to create an amazing set of learning opportunities.

What advice would you give to a student who is considering the DC semester?
There is something in Washington, DC, for all students, regardless of major. Politics affects everyday life—
from issues of health care to the availability of food, the way doctors and dentists and physical therapists
can practice medicine, what educational content entails, and more. This program offers a little bit for
everyone. Washington is truly a global city with an interdisciplinary program linking students to their
specific areas of interest and the political context in which these interests and professions function.

“What Are You Looking Forward to About DC?”
Twenty-six students are currently preparing to go to Washington, DC, with Dr. Jeff
Polet in Spring 2018. We asked them what they’re looking forward to about the
semester, and here’s what a few of them had to say:

“I just hope to grow more professionally, grow my network, and
learn a lot about the field of public policy.”
Angelique Hines
“I am greatly excited by the possible work opportunities that will
be offered after completing a semester at my internship.”
Mahja Foster
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Hope College Students Discover the Kirk Center
This article originally appeared in Permanent Things: The Russell
Kirk Center Newsletter, number 30, spring 2017.
Dr. Jeffrey Polet, a professor of political science at Hope
College in Holland, Michigan, noticed that students were
told about liberal or conservative “ideologies” as part of their
introduction to political thought, but were not asked to read
any conservative writers. When Dr. Polet assigned his students
some passages from Russell Kirk, he found they were eager for
more. After reading Kirk’s The Roots of American Order with the
Tocqueville Forum on Hope’s campus, Dr. Polet arranged to
bring twelve of his students to the Kirk Center. Dr. Polet and
Kirk biographer James Person led an extended discussion on
The Roots of American Order during the weekend of April 7-9,
2017. Person also spoke about Kirk the man, the main outlines
of his thought, and his impact on the shape of contemporary
politics. After the lecture, the group enjoyed browsing in the
local bookstore and talking with Annette Kirk about the artifacts
throughout the Kirk house. One of the students regaled the
group with extemporaneous piano playing while his classmates
enjoyed good food and evening conversation. Polet said that the Hope College students were excited to discover such a
rich, imaginative, and intellectually serious conservative tradition. As universities become more adamant in the defense of
progressive orthodoxies, such alternative educational opportunities provide guidance in the search for ordered liberty.

Alumnus Profile: Jonathan Snavely
Going to Law School after Legislative and Agricultural Work
After graduating in 2013, Jonathan worked for members of the Michigan House of Representatives
representing Holland’s 90th district, gaining insight into the legislative process and working on
issues like criminal justice reform. However, in keeping with a goal born out of a senior project on
American agrarianism while on the Washington Honors Semester, he left the Michigan legislature
in 2015 and began to work as staff on farms practicing sustainable agriculture. He’s worked
with everything from citrus trees to mixed produce to heritage pigs. While discussing food and
agricultural policy with farmers, he began to see the ways his diverse interests intersect at a human
scale. Understanding the immense role that law and public policy can play in the lives of individuals and communities, he
began seeking ways to leverage his undergraduate and working experience to help. He settled on law school as a natural next
step, even as part of an unusual journey, and is now at the University of Michigan Law School.

Alumnus Profile: Jonathan DeWitte
Chief of Staff for Representative Bill Huizenga
I have fully utilized my Political Science degree from Hope by putting it to work in a number of staff
and campaign positions for multiple members of Congress and on a campaign for governor. Since
2011, I have served as Congressman Huizenga’s (MI-02) chief of staff. My greatest accomplishment
to date is the ability to serve the good people of West Michigan through Congressman Huizenga’s
office. On a daily basis we are helping to make West Michigan a better place to live, work, and play.
During my time at Hope, and well after graduation, professors and staff have been a resource and supportive whenever I
needed help or advice. The single most impactful event of my time at Hope was the Washington Honors Semester. Getting off
of campus for a semester and exploring career aspirations should be a priority for all students.
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Geneva, Washington, Boston, and Oxford:
An Update from Catherine Namwezi
My name is Catherine Namwezi, and I am a 2017 Hope College graduate. I was a Political Science
and International Studies double major. I spent the fall semester in Geneva, Switzerland, studying
international relations and multilateral diplomacy, and the spring semester in Washington, DC, interning
with World Vision as a government relations and advocacy intern. I was in Geneva at the time of Brexit
and in Washington, DC, during the transition of office.
As a Christian who is interested in international development, I had an
incredible opportunity to witness the work of multilateral organizations such
as the UN and the workings of a large humanitarian Christian organization.
At World Vision, my direct manager and I worked on the food security and
rural livelihoods portfolio. Our work was centered around advocating for
issues of food security and rural livelihoods while researching and keeping
up with current events related to food security. We held and attended
several meetings with US government leaders and were part of working
groups that were comprised of other NGOs advocating for the same causes.
I am a strong advocate for empowering people to be the drivers of their own
change and a critic of some forms of aid and things such as monetization.
However, while in DC I gained new empathy when faced with the reality
of the new administration pushing to decrease the foreign affairs budget
amidst a declared famine in South Sudan and predicted famines in Yemen,
Somalia, and Nigeria.
Following my graduation in May, I moved to Boston, MA, to intern with the African Food and Peace
Foundation as a grants and development intern. Having no experience in grant writing, I have had a
summer filled with so much learning. I mainly focused on researching and writing a grant for a water
project that will be implemented in my district back home in Uganda. This water project aims to provide
sufficient, clean, and safe water for twenty-two primary and secondary schools in the district. Each of the
schools will receive two water tanks that hold up to 20,000 liters of water each, a water filtration system
for drinking water, and an irrigation system for the students’ school farms.
My vision is to be able to go back home to Uganda and invest in the development of my own community.
My experiences while studying at Hope College and in Geneva, as well as working with World Vision in
DC and AFPF in Boston, have affirmed my vision and have provided me with skills and experiences I will
be able to use as I partner with my community back home. October 9 was my first day of classes as I start
my masters degree in development studies at the University of Oxford in England. I am excited to dive
deeper into the issues of international development, to have my perspective challenged, and above all to
make meaningful connections that will benefit me and my community.
I am so grateful for my professors, mentors, friends, and family who have invested so much in me and
continue to walk alongside me as I pursue my vision.

HOPE COLLEGE POLITICAL SCIENCE
FALL 2017 NEWSLETTER

A Letter from Alex Piper, 2017 DC
and Political Science Alumna
Hi Dr. Beard,
I hope you are doing well! I am missing Hope and my professors right
now and wanted to update you a little bit on how DC life is going!
As you probably remember, I was hired on at the
museum for four days a week as a Public Programs
Facilitator in the same department. As soon as I
got back from graduation to continue interning,
my internship supervisor (Chris) also offered me
an extra day to work with him! Essentially, I am
now paid once a week to do some of the same
things I did when I was interning. With all this,
I now work five days a week at the museum and
am seriously loving it. We opened our new wing
last week, and the feedback has been amazing!
I’ve attached the info for our new exhibits here:
www.americanhistory.si.edu/topics/nation-buildtogether. I think you would really love it. One
article described it as a “civics lesson” for visitors,
aiming to make them question American roots,
values, and the responsibilities of citizens.
Yesterday I was able
to run the AV on our
interactive
theater
program about the
Greensboro
lunch
counter sit-ins, and
this lady stood up to
point herself out in a
photo of the Jackson,
Mississippi,
sit-ins
where she is getting
a milkshake poured
on her head. It was
Joan
Trumpauer
Mulholland, one of
my personal heroes!
I’ve gotten to see

and do so many cool things at the museum, and I
am so thankful that I decided to come on the DC
semester and to intern there in January! Chris said
that he’ll always try and offer me something if he
can, so fingers crossed that these opportunities can
continue past this summer.

Overall, the transition has been fairly smooth! It
was very weird at the beginning to be here without
the Hope crew, but work has been so busy and I’ve
made friends with my new coworkers. I’m gearing
up for a hot, humid summer, but I wouldn’t want
to spend it anywhere else! I also started running
(inspired by you) and doing yoga, so that keeps me
pretty busy.
How were Kenya and Uganda? How is Holland?
I hope that everything is well! I am hoping to
visit Michigan sometime in the fall when I get a
weekend off and I would love to see you!
Best, Alex
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