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Student Learning Outcome
What you expect students to know or do after participating in or completing a course, program, activity, or degree

Written in the form of

“<who> will <action verb> <something> <in what context>”

Examples:
Sociology graduates will analyze social issues with sociological theory
                 <who>            <action verb><something>       <in what context>

Students completing a writing consultation will apply what they learned in future assignments
                                      <who>                                     <action verb>    <something>            <in what context>

Hope College Graduates will approach knowledge with a liberal arts foundation  
                     <who>                    <action verb><something>           <in what context>


In evaluating student learning outcomes, ask yourself these questions:
1. Does the SLO use an “action” verb that reflects the desired level of learning?

Create – produce new or original work 
Evaluate – discriminate among different positions or decisions
Analyze – draw connections among ideas
Apply – use information in a new situation
Understand – explain ideas or concepts
Know – recall facts and concepts

2. Does the SLO describe what the program intends for students to know, think, or do?
3. Is the outcome a result of program learning that supports student attainment at an introductory, reinforcement, or mastery level?
4. Can the SLO be measured?
5. Will results from assessing the SLO inform continuous improvement?
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Outcome 1:  



will 
                                                                                   (specific student population)





                                            (action verb)



 


                                                     (something)




 

                                                  (in this context)

Outcome 2:  



will 
                                                                                   (specific student population)





                                            (action verb)



 


                                                     (something)




 

                                                  (in this context) 
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