
 

This Housing Agreement is between Hope College, hereinafter called "College," and the undersigned tenant, 
hereinafter called "Tenant." By signing this Housing Agreement, Tenant agrees to occupy a furnished residential 
housing unit to be assigned by the College (the "Unit") upon the following terms and conditions. Hope College 
may accept this Agreement by giving possession of the Unit. Giving Tenant possession of the Unit shall be 
deemed as good and binding an acceptance of this Agreement as execution of the same by Hope College. If the 
Tenant is a minor, the agreement is with the undersigned parents and/or guardians.  

THE PARTIES AGREE AS FOLLOWS:  

1. TERM: The term of this Housing Agreement (the "Term") shall be from 9 a.m.,Saturday, August 29, 2026, or 
the execution hereof, to 5 p.m., Friday, December 18, 2026, or 24-hours after the last exam, whichever comes 
first, and 12 p.m., Saturday, January 9, 2027, to 5 p.m., Friday, May 7, 2027 or 24 hours after the last semester 
exam, whichever comes first. The term may be extended past 5 p.m. on Friday, December 18, 2026 , or Friday, 
May 7, 2027, in certain College-approved circumstances (e.g., participation in College-affiliated activity 
requiring Tenant to remain past Term).  

2. TENANT:  The Tenant must be currently enrolled as a degree-seeking student, pursuing an on-campus degree 
and taking a minimum of 6 credit hours to live in on-campus housing.  The Tenant is responsible for notifying 
the Residential Life and Housing office in writing to housing@hope.edu when their credit hours drop below 6 
credit hours for any given semester. The College reserves the right to terminate the housing agreement if the 
minimum credit hour is not met or if the student is no longer a degree seeking student. 

3. UNIT ASSIGNMENT: This Agreement does not promise or guarantee Tenant assignment to a particular 
apartment, cottage, or room. The College will attempt to fulfill the Tenant's roommate request but cannot 
guarantee that this request will be fulfilled. The College will assign roommates on the basis of information 
provided on the Hope College Application/Agreement. In the case that a vacancy occurs in a Unit, Tenant 
agrees to accept an assigned roommate or move to another room at the request of the College. Where there is a 
vacant space, the room must be maintained by the Tenant in a manner that will allow another roommate to move 
in immediately. The College reserves the right to re-assign the Tenant(s) based upon the inability to be an 
effective roommate and a positive member of a community.  

4. OCCUPANCY: Tenant is granted a nonexclusive license to use the furnished residential unit assigned by the 
college, or such other unit as the College may assign or reassign (the "Unit") during the Term, subject to all 
provisions of this Housing Agreement. This license is personal and it is neither assignable nor transferable. 
Tenant acknowledges that Tenant's use of the Unit may be in common with that of another Tenant, sometimes 
referred herein as "roommate." If Tenant desires to occupy the Unit for periods beyond the Term of Housing 
Agreement, Tenant shall pay such fees and execute such supplemental housing agreements as the College may 
require. Any such occupancy shall be subject to the terms and conditions of this Housing Agreement. Nothing 
in this Agreement shall be constructed as an obligation of the College to offer housing outside the Term. 
Tenants may be reassigned if deemed necessary by the Dean of Students or his/her designee.  

5. BED POSITIONING STATEMENT: Beds within housing that are owned or controlled by Hope College may 
be positioned to create either an elevated (e.g., bunk'd, lofted) or non-elevated sleeping space. The risk of injury 
from falling obviously increases with the height of the elevation. The decision to elevate one’s bed is the choice 
of the individual resident. By using an elevated bed, the resident acknowledges and assumes all risks associated 



with the use of an elevated bed. All beds in residence halls come with an integrated safety rail as part of the bed. 
Residents who do not wish to use the safety rail may position the bed so that the safety rail is against the wall. 
For cottage or apartment residents, the College will provide any resident with a safety rail upon request. 
Residents who do not have an integrated safety rail as part of their bed may request a specially designed safety 
rail for their bed by emailing housing@hope.edu  Upon receipt of a request for a safety rail, arrangements will 
be made to deliver and either provide installation instructions (if installation does not require tools) or install the 
safety rail. The resident may choose not to elevate their bed until the safety rail is in place.  Residents are 
expected to use the safety rail for the duration of their occupancy of the room. As with all other College-issued 
furniture, the rail must remain in the room at all times. The resident shall be responsible for any damage to the 
safety rail. 

6. HOUSING FEE: In consideration of the use of the Unit for the Term, Tenant agrees to pay the housing fee 
published by the College. If Tenant refuses a roommate that the College places in a room that is large enough to 
accommodate an additional person, the student will be charged with student conduct policy violation 5.1 Failure 
to comply, and if found responsible Tenant will pay 200% of the published housing fee.  

7. MAINTENANCE, ROOM CONDITION AND DAMAGES REPORT: Tenant shall submit to College in 
writing a Room Condition Report within forty-eight hours of delivery of possession of the Unit, in such form as 
the College may provide, and upon termination of possession as provided by the College rules and regulations. 
Tenant shall maintain the Unit and adjacent facilities in a clean, sanitary, and non-hazardous condition 
throughout the length of this agreement and return those areas to the College in the same condition as received, 
reasonable wear and tear expected. In the event the Tenant fails to return the Unit and adjacent facilities in the 
condition provided for herein, then Tenant shall pay to College on demand the reasonable cost for repairing 
such damages. The cost of repairing the damages to adjacent facilities may be assessed proportionately among 
all Tenants residing in a residential facility or portion thereof, when appropriate. Tenant grants to College the 
right to deduct or offset such damages from any deposits or credit balances Tenant may have with the College. 
At the end of the Term, if the space has not been cleaned, a cleaning company may be contracted to complete 
the cleaning of the space. The cost of this cleaning will be charged to the Tenant.  

8. LEAD PAINT DISCLOSURE: College housing built before 1978 may contain lead-based paint. Lead from 
paint, paint chips, and dust can pose health hazards if not taken care of properly. Lead exposure is especially 
harmful to young children and pregnant individuals. Before renting pre-1978 housing, landlords must disclose 
the presence of known lead-based paint and lead-based paint hazards in the dwelling. The College recognizes 
that any housing built prior to 1978 may contain lead-based paint and/or lead-based paint hazards. Tenants must 
also receive a federally approved pamphlet on lead poisoning prevention. By accepting this contract, you are 
affirming that you have reviewed the pamphlet Protect Your Family from Lead In Your Home 

9. PERSONAL PROPERTY: The College does not insure and is not responsible for the loss or theft of, or 
damage to the personal property of Tenant or others located in this Unit or on property belonging to the College. 
Tenant, by executing this Agreement, releases and discharges the College from any and all claims Tenant has or 
may have as a result of the loss or theft of, or damage to personal property of the Tenant. Tenant is advised to 
insure valuable personal property against loss or damage. Any personal property of Tenant which remains on 
College property for more than ten (10) days following termination of occupancy by the Tenant shall be deemed 
abandoned and the College shall be entitled to retain such property or the proceeds thereof as compensation for 
its cost of storing, handling and/or disposing of such personal property.  

10. GUESTS: Tenant will be responsible for violation of College rules and regulations by Tenant's guests. 
Guests shall only use the Unit in accordance with the College rules and regulations and no guest shall remain 
overnight without the approval of the College. (Please refer to the statement on Guests in the Student Handbook 
for more  

information. This information is available online at https://hope.edu/offices/student-development/policies 
resources/student-handbook.html under "Guests")  



11. CANCELLATION: The College may cancel this Agreement under the following circumstances:  

a. Tenant's failure to remain an enrolled Student in good standing with the College (if housed for the 
purpose of attending classes).  

b. Tenant's failure to pay College enrollment or other deposits by the date designated by the College.  

c. Tenant's failure to pay housing fee within seven (7) days of the date specified in paragraph three.  

d. Tenant's failure to take occupancy of the Unit by August 31, 2026, or to retake occupancy for the 
spring semester by January 11, 2027.  

e. Tenant's violation of College Rules and Regulations.  

f. Tenant's failure to occupy the Unit for ten (10) consecutive days.  

In the event the College terminates this Agreement, Tenant may be billed for the entire term for which this 
agreement is executed and assessed a $100.00 liquidated damages fee. The Tenant hereby agrees that it is 
responsible for the liquidated damage fee to cover the College's cost resulting from the Tenant's failure to fulfill 
the terms of the agreement; said fee is accepted as liquidated damages caused by such circumstances because 
the actual damages will be difficult or impossible to determine. Termination of this Agreement shall not release 
the Tenant from the Tenant's obligations to occupy college housing if required by the College rules and 
regulations.  

12. RIGHT OF ENTRY: The parties agree that the College shall have access to the Unit without notice during 
normal working hours for cleaning, inventory, repairs, service and inspection. Further, Student Development 
and/or Campus Safety staff may enter the Unit at any time for the investigation of possible violation of College 
policies, rules, regulations or violations of federal, state and local laws and regulations, or to respond to 
emergencies and/or well-check, or make repairs necessary to prevent further damage to College property. The 
investigation of possible violations may include, but is not limited to, asking questions, searching in both shared 
and private areas, and possibly seeking assistance from police agencies, if needed. The investigation may take 
place with or without the tenant present.  

13 COMPUTER/COMPUTER ACCESS: Computers, and/or computer access shall be used only in accordance 
with the College policies.  

14. LAUNDRY: The College provides self-serve laundry facilities in each of the residence halls, cottages and 
apartments. All laundry machines located within the student assigned housing. Information about on-campus 
laundry is available online at https://hope.edu/offices/student-development/policies-resources/laundry.html. 

15. PARKING: All motor vehicles parked in on-campus parking facilities must be properly registered with 
Campus Safety. It is the responsibility of the student to adhere to the Motor Vehicle Regulations as posted on 
the Campus Safety website (https://hope.edu/offices/campus-safety/parking-information/) as well as city, state, 
and federal laws and regulations. Registration of a vehicle does not guarantee a parking space.  

16. NOTICES: All notices to Tenants shall be deemed to be delivered personally to the Tenant if and when the 
Tenant is given electronic mail to the Tenant’s Hope College email address. The College may, but is not 
required to, give notice to the Tenant by emailing such notice to the Tenant, to the Tenant’s Hope College email 
address. Such notice shall be deemed given the day of sending the electronic mail communication. Notices to 
the College shall be delivered by electronic mail to the Housing Office (housing@hope.edu), and shall be 
deemed to be duly given on the day of sending the electronic mail communication.  



17. RULES AND REGULATIONS: Tenant agrees to comply with all College rules and regulations, in addition 
to all applicable federal and state laws and regulations. College rules and regulations means all regulations, 
policies, terms, and conditions found in the Hope College Student Handbook and other Hope College 
publications in effect at the time and duly approved by Hope College. The Student Handbook may be viewed 
online at https://hope.edu/offices/student-development/policies-resources/student-handbook.html.  

ACKNOWLEDGMENT By signing below, Tenant acknowledges that Tenant has carefully and thoroughly 
read, understands, and agrees to each and every provision, term, and condition of this Housing Agreement. 

 


